
 
Volunteer Centre gets support from 

Oldbury and Quartet 
Oldbury Power Station and the Quartet Community 
Foundation, Grass roots grant have recently 
supported Thornbury Volunteer Centre by funding 
the purchase of their new photocopier. 

The Centre applied for funding through Oldburyôs 
Socio economic fund to help them replace their  
existing photocopier, which was purchased in 2002, 
with a new colour photocopier.   

Members of the community who are involved with 
local charitable, voluntary and community groups 
can use this facility, and over 136 groups used the 
service last year. 

Kim Webb from Thornbury Volunteer Centre said: 
ñWe are most grateful to Oldbury Power Station for 
their support of £1000 towards the cost of the new 
copier, and to add to this we have been very      
successful in obtaining match funding of £1,400 
from the Quartet Community Foundation, Grass 
roots grant.  This has allowed us to purchase the 
new copier that will be used by all the communityò 
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Thornbury Volunteer Centre wish to invite all 

of their volunteers, office users and    

volunteer-involving organisations to their 

annual Christmas Celebration Lunch on 

Thursday 1st  December between 11.30am 

and 2pm.  

A buffet lunch will be provided as we take this 

opportunity to show our appreciation and to 

say ñThank Youò to everyone who volunteers 

or is in some way involved with our office. 

 

 

With lots of great prizes  
  

The raffle will be drawn at our Christmas 
Lunch and tickets are available to buy now 
from the Volunteer Centre at £1.00 per strip.  

Invitations with reply slips are in this 
newsletter. Please return them to this office 
by   Friday November 25th so that we know 
how many people to cater for. Places are 
limited so please reply promptly. 
 

 
The volunteers & staff of 
Thornbury Volunteer Centre 
wish all their friends a 
very Merry Christmas 
and a happy  
volunteering 
New Year. 
 

 

The Alan Hudson Award 
for 2011 goes to éé 

Multiple Sclerosis Peopleôs Help 

 
 
 
 

This year we launched ñThe Alan Hudson Award 
for Volunteering Achievementò which aims to 
celebrate the work of an individual or group who 
in the opinion of Thornbury Volunteer Centre, 
has made a valuable contribution to the local 
community. 

We are very pleased to announce that the 
inaugural winner of this award are the staff and 
volunteers of Thornburyôs newest charity shop 
Multiple Sclerosis Peopleôs Help. They were 
presented with a commemorative trophy which 
they can display for one year and a framed 
certificate. 

This charity was founded in 2002 by Roger Wall 
and Sean McCarthy to help those suffering from 
MS to live independent lives by carrying out 
practical tasks and adaptations to property and 
gardens. They launched their charity shop in 
March 2010 and it has proved a huge success, 
so much so that they are moving to larger 
premises in the St Mary Centre and will be open 
by Christmas this year. 

 

Roger Wall, co-founder of the charity, pictured with 
ñThe Alan Hudson Awardò and certificate. 



            

            
 

 

    
 

 
 

        

Volunteer 
Fair 

St Mary 
Centre 

June 2011 

Volunteer Taster Days - July 2011 

Volunteerôs Week Competition Winners 
Thornbury Museum and PDSA Charity shop 

Volunteer 
Garden Party 

June 2011 



 

 
 
 
   

Come and visit us at the Thornbury Christmas Lights Switch-on 
On Tuesday November 22nd from 5pm.  

Have a go at our ñPrize every timeò Tombola. 

 
To celebrate Active Mind Month. Thornbury 
Volunteer Centre hosted a Volunteer Fair in 
Thornbury Library on Saturday October 1st. 

The aim of Active Mind Month was to 

encourage people to discover more about their 

community and inspire and challenge them to 

learn new skills. The Volunteer Fair gave them 

the opportunity to find out more about how to 

become a volunteer and to look at the large 

variety of different volunteering opportunities 

available locally. 

Also present at the Fair were representatives 

from Age UK South Gloucestershire, Thornbury 

& District Heritage Trust and Hammer Out. 

The Fair was very busy and proved to be 

extremely successful with over 50 people 

visiting the stands and taking information. 

Additionally, as a direct result of the fair 8 

people registered as new volunteers. A terrific 

response.  

 
 

Thornbury Volunteer Centre helps 
save local Day Centre.  

In July, Thornbury Volunteer Centre held a 
series of volunteering Taster Days at local 
organisations in and around Thornbury. 

One of these sessions was held at the Bathingôs 
Day Centre, run by volunteer Dot Curtis. Due to 
ill health Dot needed to give up the running of 
the Centre, but with only a few weeks left before 
their annual summer break she had been 
unable to find anyone to take it over. 

Consequently, Thornbury Volunteer Centre 
alerted the Thornbury Gazette and asked them 
to run an article to highlight the clubôs desperate 
plight, which they did. 

As a result, Penny Baker who runs Blend 
restaurant and Origin café in Thornbury, as well 
as the café in Turnberrieôs, decided to help. She 
contacted the Volunteer Centre who in turn put 
her in touch with Dot, and after several 
meetings, including one held at the Volunteer 
Centre which included all of the Day Centre 
volunteers, a new club ñTuesdays at 
Turnberrieôsò was formed. 

The Volunteer Centre also found Penny a 
volunteer organiser, Helen Brum, to help with 
the administration side of running the group. 

The Group has now been running successfully 
for a couple of months and the members 
receive a home-cooked meal and are able to 
take part in a variety of activities as well as 
bingo, a raffle and going on trips. The group is 
also able to accommodate more members due 
to the change of location. 

Itôs great to report a success story in these hard 
times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG Thank you to  

Rolls-Royce 

Who once again have printed our        
Newsletter this year. As always 

we are extremely appreciative of 
their contribution 

 

EMAIL ALERT!  
Would you like to receive future Newsletters 
by email? If so, please complete the slip 
below and return it to this office. Thank you 
 

Name & 
Postcode_________________________ 
 

Organisation if 
applicable__________________________ 
 

Email______________________________ 

 



 
This September, Thornbury Volunteer Centre and Castle School Sixth form worked in partnership 
to establish a volunteering programme aimed at Year 13 students, aged 17-18 years. This 
programme would form an additional strand to the students existing ñExtended Curriculumò studies 
where the experience and skills the students gained from their volunteering would help improve 
their future career and job prospects. 
 

The students were able to volunteer each Tuesday afternoon during term times and over 30 pupils 
signed up for the programme. The Volunteer Centre then had to find placements which not only 
reflected the interests of the students but also enhanced the work of the local organisations in 
which they were placed. 
 

Nine organisations agreed to take part and groups of between two to seven student volunteers 
enrolled in each of these organisations. The volunteer work they are enjoying ranges from 
fundraising and marketing projects to befriending elderly people, charity shop work to museum 
archiving, gardening to supporting children with special needs. 
 

At the end of the academic year the students will receive the South Gloucestershire Volunteering 
Award which will be presented to them at a special award ceremony. 
 

The feedback so far has been very positive and we are hoping that this partnership can continue 
and expand in future years. 
 

If your organisation would be interested in taking part in the scheme next year please contact us at 
the Volunteer Centre on mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Current vacancies 

Castle in the 
Community 
 

Drivers are needed to take children and 
adolescents aged 6-19 with special 
educational needs to and from events and 
clubs at weekends, term time only. 4 ï 6 hours 
per week or as required. 

Emergency Fundraisers. Enthusiastic and 
dynamic volunteers able to join in the global 
fight to protect those affected by international 
conflict and natural disasters. The role will 
involve organising fundraising events and 
activities during periods of major devastation. 

A Social Media volunteer who can give a few 
hours per week to enable people to engage 
through social media such as Facebook and 
twitter. Duties will include keeping the current 
social media sites up to date and live as well 
as promoting social media as a way of helping 
to spread the word about the organisation. 

Thornbury Drop-In centre need Refreshment 
volunteers to serve tea and coffee and to chat 
to customers. Morning and afternoon shifts 

available. 

Mealtime volunteers are required at a local 
hospital between 12noon-1pm each day to 
help serve meals to elderly patients. 

Are you able to spare an hour or two per 
month to act as Secretary for a Thornbury 
group which arranges courses for local 
people? Must be computer literate and able to 
take minutes. 

Cleaner needed at small local charity for 1-2 
hours on a weekly/fortnightly basis, preferably 
on Fridays. Small office, kitchen and 
cloakroom. 

ñContact the Elderlyò need Hosts to organise 
tea parties, once or twice a year on a Sunday 
afternoon in their own homes. Able to provide 
a warm welcome and a simple afternoon tea 
for about six older people. Must have a 
downstairs toilet and few or no steps. 

Poppy Collectors are needed from November 
3rd - 12th in Thornbury, working mainly in one 
hour shifts. 
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